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The Uzbek-German Forum for Human Rights presents an overview of the latest
news on the forced labor situation in Uzbekistan’s 2018 cotton season.
The cotton harvest is still underway in Uzbekistan. With the onset of cold weather,
the number of volunteers has declined and, despite increasing the payment for
pickers to 10-12 cents per 1 kg, it has not been enough to attract a sufficient number
of voluntary workers.
Under the orders of the heads of the regions, employees of organizations and enterprises around the country are being forced to pick cotton under the threat of dismissal.
Almost every day local media report on the dismissals of hokims, prosecutors, police chiefs, and tax inspectors for “poor organization” and “mistakes made in harvesting cotton in 2018”.
The implementation of the state cotton plan is a priority for the heads of regions and
districts. According to information obtained on October 21, the Tashkent region is
showing the worst results for fulfilling the established plan and has harvested only
50.69% of the required amount. As a result, the hokim of the Tashkent region was
reprimanded and the police chief was dismissed.
Local media have reported on bonuses paid to three district leaders who were able
to meet the established cotton quota. The first districts to fulfill the plan were Chust
(Namangan region), Rishtan (Fergana region) and Pakhtaobod (Andijan region).
„The leaders of the four sectors of these districts, the governor, the prosecutor, the
police chief and the head of the tax inspectorate, received a cash reward of 20 million soum, (approximately $ 2.430 US)“ reported the popular Uzbek website kun.uz.

Information about the amount of cotton harvested by the regions on October 21, 2018. The best result was in
the Andijan region which harvested 80.57% of the established state plan. The worst result was in the Tashkent
region which fulfilled only 50.69% of the plan.

Massive Dismissals of Law Enforcement Officials and Employees
due to Shortcomings in Organization of Cotton Picking
On Octobe 14, Uzbek Prime Minister, Abdulla Aripov held a conference call regarding the
cotton harvest. The meeting covered reports from the heads of four sectors on intensifying
the cotton harvest, the mobilization of cotton pickers, the shortcomings of officials in increasing the daily quota of cotton picking, and completion of the harvest before the onset
of rain.
Otabek Murodov, the General Prosecutor of the Republic, Zainilobiddin Nizomiddinov,
head of the President’s administration and Zoir Mirzayev, Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic, spoke at the meeting.
The meeting was held in a sharply critical mood. It was reported that although the second
harvest had begun, the state quota had not exceeded 60 percent in most districts. In some
regions, only 25-40 percent of the cotton quota has been reached.
According to a “Kun.uz” source, Nizmiddinov said that following the President’s special
decree, disciplinary penalties (dismissals, suspension of two months’ salary, and reprimands) have been applied to more than 100 heads of sectors (district hokims, prosecutors, heads of the Internal Affairs Department, and heads of the Tax Inspectorate). The
majority of those dismissed were tax inspectors.
On October 12, President Mirziyoyev visited cotton fields in the Tashkent region. The head
of the region, Gulomjon Ibragimov, was reprimanded the next day for shortcomings in organizing the cotton harvest and the head of the Internal Affairs Department of the Tashkent
region was dismissed.
https://kun.uz/42210061, October 15, 2018

Farmer a Victim of “Cotton Stress”
Sherali Beknazarov, a farmer from the village of Beruniy in the Surhandarya region, was
found hanged at the entrance to his house on October 14. Relatives and neighbors of the
61-year-old say that the hokim (head of the Denov district) drove him to suicide.
As reported to Ozodlik by his relatives and other farmers, the district head held a meeting
at the cotton receiving point shortly before Beknazarov’s death. During the meeting, the
hokim insulted Beknazarov because he had not submitted the required cotton quota to the
cotton processing plant.
“I was at that meeting too. The district hokim forced Beknazarov to rise from his seat and
publicly insulted him. The head of the district threatened the farmer that he would confiscate his property if he did not submit the daily quota of cotton. He humiliated Beknazarov. You probably know how they put pressure on farmers who have not fulfilled the plan
for handing over cotton. Now this pressure has increased. Sherali-aka could not stand the
pressure and hanged himself at the entrance to his house”, said a farmer from Denov who
asked our radio not to disclose his name.
Sherali Beknazarov lived in a two-room apartment in a two-story house in the village of
Beruniy in the Denov District together with his wife and 23-year-old son.
A close relative of the deceased farmer spoke of the day before his death.
“In the evening, he returned from the meeting in a bad mood. He did not tell us everything,
but he looked very bad. He told us that the hokim had threatened to confiscate the apartment. ‘If I have to, I will leave you on the street, take away everything you have,’ the head
of the district had threatened Sherali-aka. We talked a bit, then he told us to go to sleep. In
the morning we found him hanged in the stairwell of the house,” the relative told Ozodlik.
Representatives of the administration of the Surkhandarya region tried to refute the information about Sherali Beknazarov’s suicide.
The deputy governor for agriculture and water management in the Denov District, Shaimamat Sherkabulov, told Ozodlik that he was aware of the farmer’s death. However, the
official denied that the farmer had committed suicide.
He acknowledged that local authorities are severe with farmers and require them to implement the cotton harvest plan.
“But none of our farmers have ever committed suicide because of this,” said Sherkabulov.
Farmers in Uzbekistan are under enormous pressure to fulfill quotas for cotton and wheat
production which are imposed by the state.
In some cases, unable to withstand such pressure, they commit suicide.
In June of this year, Sherali Davronov, a 50-year-old farmer, committed suicide in the
Mirishkor district of the Kashkadarya region. Law enforcement agencies told Ozodlik that a
man had been found hanging from the pillar of the veranda of his own house. Relatives of
Davronov claimed that the farmer committed suicide after beatings and insults by the head
of the district administration who had accused the farmer of not fulfilling the wheat delivery
plan.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/ozbekiston-miliciya-zoravonlik/29546669.html , October 16, 2018

Two Deaths in Cotton Fields in One Week
On October 15, 56-year-old Orifjon Soliyev died in a cotton field in the Boz district of the
Andijan region. According to witnesses, Soliyev, who was a security guard at the finance
department in the Pakhtaabad district of the Andijan region where he lived, died in the cotton field during his first day of picking cotton under coercion.
As one of the cotton pickers told Ozodlik: “In the morning he came to the field, picked
some cotton, and then he had a heart attack. Pickers who were near him at the time immediately called an ambulance. However, Orif-aka died before the doctors arrived. They
confirmed it was a heart attack”, said the interviewee.
The medical association of the Boz district told Ozodlik that Soliyev’s body was sent to the
forensic medical office of the Andijan region.
After Soliyev’s death, local authorities organized a medical examination for all pickers collecting cotton in the fields of the Boz district.
“This afternoon doctors started examining all pickers. We were brought to the village health
center. Local authorities were scared after Orifjon Soliyev’s death. Heads of local organizations arrived at the cotton field. Employees of the Hygiene Department were included in
the group that the deceased picker had been a member of. But unfortunately, they could
not control the situation since they themselves were picking cotton. If asked by inspectors,
all pickers were strictly ordered to say that they were working in the cotton fields voluntarily”, one of the cotton pickers told an Ozodlik reporter on October 15.
Orifjon Soliyev is not the first Uzbek to die this year of a heart attack while working in the
cotton fields. On October 10, Yuldash Ashurov, a 61-year-old head of the mahalla from the
Kibrai district of the Tashkent region, also died of a heart attack when he was forcibly sent
to pick cotton in the Boka district.
Officials of the Kibrai district administration said that the mahalla aksakal [elder] died of a
major heart attack.
In conversation with an Ozodlik reporter on October 11, an official of the Tashkent regional
administration claimed that “Ashurov was a victim of forced labor which has taken on new
forms this year”.
“Mahallas pick cotton in the Boka district and sleep at the local cultural center. They came
back from the fields in the evening and cooked for themselves. In the morning, when they
were going to pick cotton, Yuldash-aka said that he felt bad and collapsed. He died in the
shack. He was already dead upon arrival at the hospital”, said one of the local officials who
wanted to remain anonymous on October 11.
A [human rights] activist from the Kibrai district says that during the cotton harvest, the
local administration has increased pressure on the heads of mahallas, requiring them to
find pickers and create “a group of voluntary pickers”.
“According to the new forced labor tactics of the hokimiyat, the aksakals of mahallas,
representatives of the Committee for Women’s Affairs, secretaries and posbons (guards)
must go door-to-door in local communities and persuade residents to pick cotton, offering
them state benefits and the chance to earn money. The most interesting thing is that these
residents have to write a statement that they are going to pick cotton voluntarily. In most
cases, they are not able to persuade people. That is why they have to go to the cotton
picking themselves in spite of poor health. Some buy cotton at their own expense to meet
the quota. Yuldash-aka also had to do that”, a [human rights] activist from the Kibrai district
told Ozodlik.
Employees of Women’s Affairs of the Kibrai district administration also work in the cotton
fields.
“It’s already the 23rd day that we have been picking cotton at the farm of S. Saymokov in
the Boka district of the Tashkent region. Saodat-opa, the deputy hokim on Women’s Affairs
of the Kibrai district, picks cotton with us. There are 48 consultants working in the Committee for Women’s Affairs of the Kibrai district. 23 days ago we were called to the district
administration office where we were forced to write a statement that we go to pick cotton
voluntarily. We were then put on the bus and brought to the cotton fields. Since then, we
haven’t been home even once and have to stay overnight at the fields”, said an employee.
As Ozodlik learned, the groups, made up of female council representatives, are called
groups of “initiative women”.
“Groups of ‘initiative women’ are made up of female pensioners over the age of 60, some
of whom have disabilities. Imagine - the authorities force them to pick cotton when it is
wet and rainy outside. Many of them are ill. There is a nurse in the cotton field who doesn’t have any medicines except for No-Spa (antispasmodic drug). Authorities do not care
about elders who often have high blood pressure or a heart condition. Yuldash Ashurov
was ill and picked cotton under such conditions. He died because of our officials”, said the
Ozodlik interviewee.
The cotton office in the Boka district told our reporter that they didn’t know anything about
the death of an aksakal from the Kibrai district.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxta-2018-qurbonlar-majburiy-mehnat-uzbek-cotton/29544581.
html , October 15, 2018

Banners with phone numbers where you can complain about forced labor are displayed all over Uzbekistan.
Photo © Timur Karpov

Farmers Not Meeting Cotton Quotas Held at Police Station Without Food or Water
Nearly 30 farmers from the Nishon district of the Qashqadaryo region in Uzbekistan were
taken to the police station where they were held in inhumane conditions until the next morning for not meeting cotton quotas due to rains on October 7-8.
However, district administration officials and the district department of Internal Affairs denied the allegations. According to officials, “Farmers who didn’t meet cotton quotas were
brought to the police station, where they received a warning.”
Local farmers complained about the pressure from the head of the district, the prosecutor
and the head of the police, who they say prevented them from carrying out their normal
work in the midst of the cotton campaign.
Head of Region Insults Head of District; Head of District Insults Farmers...
Mardon Shayhitdinov, the head of the same named farm, was among a number of farmers
taken to the Nishon district department of Internal Affairs on October 10.
On October 11, his wife, Bodomgul Norova, told Ozodlik the details of her husband’s
detention:
“On October 7-8, employees of a potassium fertilizer plant did not pick cotton on our field.
We submitted only 1.9 tons of cotton to the plant. After the regional authorities issued a
warning regarding my husband’s failure to submit the required amount of cotton, he was
put on a bus and brought to the cotton processing plant. There, the head of the region
conducted a meeting and harshly insulted the head of the district and the prosecutor. At
the end of the meeting, 30 farmers were taken to the district department of Internal Affairs”,
says Bodomgul Norova.
According to the farmer’s wife, her husband was taken to the district police station in the
morning of October 10 and was released the next night on October 11 only after she made
a complaint to the head office in Tashkent.
“All this time Nishon farmers were held without food and water and were threatened. They
were detained under the pretext that farmers not submitting the necessary amount of
cotton had livestock in their fields which was damaging the crops. In fact, under this pretext they wanted to take fertile lands away from farmers and pass them over to the hokim
and prosecutors”, said Bodomgul Norova. Her statement was confirmed by another farmer
from the Nishon district, who was brought to the police station for ostensibly not meeting
the cotton quota.
“The head of the district police forced all farmers to sign a statement that we are committed to meeting the quota. I have some more fields, where cotton has not been picked. I
didn’t understand why the authorities did that. At the police station, one of our farmers,
Saipi-aka from sovkhoz No. 5, had a heart attack. He was taken to hospital by ambulance”, said a farmer who wanted to remain anonymous for fear of pressure from the district
prosecutor.
Official Response of District Department of Internal Affairs and District
Administration
In a telephone conversation with an Ozodlik reporter on October 11, the deputy head of the
Nishon district denied the allegations that on October 10, nearly 30 farmers were brought
to the police station.
“Nobody held them at the police station. They simply had a conversation and were scolded
for not submitting the necessary amount of cotton, not working during rainy days, and not
attending meetings”, said a district administration official. Another employee of the Nishon
district administration blamed Bodomgul Norova of lying and advised the Ozodlik reporter
not to believe her words.
The district department of Internal Affairs confirmed to our reporter that on October 10 a
group of farmers was brought to the police station but refused to confirm the exact number
and the reason for their detention. Ozodlik could not contact or receive any comments from
the head of the Nishon district police.
Abuse of Farmers
“Every two hours they conduct various meetings. We are already tired of these unnecessary meetings. If farmers don’t go to a meeting, a hokim and a prosecutor threaten
them with taking away their lands and incarcerating farmers themselves. We hear only
threats from them. Every day farmers are brought to meetings by bus. And at the meetings, farmers have to listen to insults and threats addressed to them. The hokim and
prosecutor always threaten our farmers, claiming: “Meet the quota, otherwise, we will take
away your land, incarcerate you and take possession of your house and all your assets,”
Bodomgul Norova, the wife of a farmer from the Nishon district told Ozodlik.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxta-hokim-prokuror-nishon-plan/29538311.html , October 11,
2018

Security Staff of Foreign Diplomatic Missions in Tashkent Forced
to Pick Cotton
On October 10, an open letter was sent to Ozodlik by employees of the Head Office of Patrol and Checkpoint Service and Defense of Public Order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
of Uzbekistan. The letter states that employees of a police unit protecting foreign state
diplomatic missions and consulates in Tashkent are being forced to pick cotton.
“We don’t know who to tell about the injustice we are subjected to. We wanted to address
the management but they do not listen to us. We were sent to pick cotton; we pay for food
ourselves too. If you saw the conditions we have to live in - they are inhumane! When
officials come to us for inspections, they are told that everything is OK and that nobody is
forcing us to pick cotton.”
One of the authors of the letter who spoke to the Ozodlik reporter anonymously out of fear
of dismissal from his job, says that the order to send state security guards of foreign diplomatic missions and consulates was given by the Minister of Internal Affairs.
“According to a ministerial order, 250 employees of a police unit were sent to pick cotton and on October 10, 50 more employees were sent to a different district. We were
then asked to send 100 more people. The attitude towards us employees standing at the
checkpoint [of foreign dplomatic missions] is worse than towards dogs. Officers can leave
the cotton fields anytime and go home for a day. And we are told that we can go home
only after submitting our quotas. When we ask to go home for two days, we are told: “Pay
200,000 soum and then go home.” If you add travel expenses to that amount, then we
have to pay 300,000 soum. Only then are we allowed home for a day”, said an employee
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs to Radio Ozodlik.
As Ozodlik learned from sources within the country, groups of cotton pickers made up of
employees from the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Ministry of Defense of Uzbekistan are
picking cotton in the area of Almazar village in the Chinaz district of the Tashkent region.
In conversation with an Ozodlik reporter, an activist from this village confirmed the information that “Ministry of Internal Affairs employees are picking cotton in the fields of the Dustlik
farm.” However, he refused to answer the reporter’s questions on the living conditions of
the security guards.
(здесь добавить главное фото на сайте по этой ссылке: https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxta-elchixona-qoriqchilar-majburiy-mehnat-iiv/29536251.html

Photos sent to Ozodlik by police employees picking cotton near Tashkent, show mattresses on wet concrete
floors. Policemen have confirmed that they have to sleep under these conditions.

It is not known how the security of diplomatic missions will be affected by sending over 300
employees of a police unit to pick cotton.
Officials of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and some foreign state consulates in Tashkent
refused to give any comments regarding this security issue.
Despite the Uzbek authorities’ claims that they are preventing forced labor during the
cotton season in 2018, Ozodlik is receiving information almost every day of state and nonstate organization employees who are being forced to pick cotton or pay for a replacement
worker.
On October 2, Ozodlik received a letter from cadets of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Academy who wrote that they had been sent to pick cotton:
“We are writing to your editorial staff on behalf of the cadets of the Ministry of Internal Affairs Academy of Uzbekistan. We cadets are taken to the cotton fields in plain clothes. We
are willing to pick cotton for our country. But we are unhappy with the daily cotton picking
quota, which is 100 kilograms! It is not easy for us to pick so much cotton in a day. The
worst thing is that cadets who do not meet the daily quota are forced to write an explanatory note to the Minister of Internal Affairs. Is it fair to expel cadets from the university or
humiliate the parents of cadets because of cotton?! If necessary, we are willing to give our
lives for our country. But we would like to prove ourselves on the battlefields, not on the
cotton fields,” wrote the cadets.
The management of the Uzbek Ministry of Internal Affairs has not yet responded to the
cadets’ letter. An Ozodlik reporter’s attempts to contact the press office of the Ministry on
October 10 were unsuccessful.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxta-elchixona-qoriqchilar-majburiy-mehnat-iiv/29536251.html
October 10, 2018
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Soldiers were returned to their military unit after a 30-day cotton harvest on October 21. According to human
rights activist Elena Urlaeva, they were replaced by employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Elena Urlaeva: “School Teachers Forced to Pick Cotton in
Tashkent Region”
Human rights activist Elena Urlaeva reported on the results of her trip to the Yukorichirchik
district of the Tashkent region to monitor forced labor in this year’s cotton harvest. She
talked with hired cotton pickers, who came from Kokand for several days as replacement
workers for tax inspectors who had to pay their wages. There are about twenty pickers
accommodated in the building of a rural mosque, sleeping on a cold floor, in the village of
Zhdanov (probably the archaic name – Ed.), in the mahalla Tarakkiet.
She also met with workers of “Vodokanal” who had come from the Andijan region. Approximately 140 pickers have been placed in the homes of local residents and have to fulfil a
daily quota of 70 kilograms of cotton, which has been reduced from the initial quota of 100
kilograms at the start of the season.
The local newspaper, Yukori Chirchik Hayoti (Life of the Yukori Chirchik – Ed.), describes
how cotton pickers are harvesting between 100 and 150 kilograms of cotton per day and
are paid between 950 and 1,150 soum per kilogram (approximately $ 0.12 US and $ 0.14
US). However there is no mention of forced labor or that these cotton pickers have been
recruited instead of employees of organizations who are obliged to work in the fields but
have hired pickers to work in their place and at their own expense. “People were taken to
areas far away from their homes and sleep in cold rooms on the floor”, notes Elena Urlaeva.
She found that in the Urtachirchik district of the Tashkent region, the directors of all 64
schools received an order to send several employees a day to pick cotton. Teachers were
obliged to work in the fields on Saturdays and Sundays, on their days off.
The human rights activist reports that Nurman Abdukadyrov, the director of the Kazakh language school No. 22, forces the cleaners, the librarian, the laboratory technicians, and the
guards to pick cotton every day while teachers have to go to the fields on weekends. He
told the teachers: “I am the boss here and I am following the orders of the district educational department.”
Elena Urlaeva also reported that Ravshan Rakhmanov, a 38-year-old guard, did not want
to pick cotton and intended to hire a cotton picker in his place. He has four children and
would prefer to earn money elsewhere in his free time. However Abdukadyrov told him he
had to go to the field himself.
Ravshan Rakhmanov’s wife Bakhtigul, is a primary school teacher at the same school.
She too does not want to work in the fields on her days off, and would prefer to work with
students and spend time with her four children. Their five year old daughter is in hospital
in Tashkent which means that she and her husband have to visit her daily.
Elena Urlaeva adds that Alimardon Sultanov, a doctor from the Ellikalla district in Karakalpakstan, reports that in their district nurses are also forced to participate in cotton harvesting, and that employees of the Urgench city post office in the Khorezm region had been
forcibly taken to the cotton fields.
http://www.asiaterra.info/news/elena-urlaeva-v-urtachirchikskom-rajone-tashkentskoj-oblasti-shkolnye-uchitelya-vynuzhdeny-sobirat-khlopok , October 14, 2018

Radio Ozodlik launches PahtaGram, publishing dozens of messages from its readers relating to the cotton harvest.

ANDIJAN – “Regional Hokim Ordered to Involve Teachers in
Cotton Harvest”
“We are writing to you on behalf of the teachers of the Andijan region. The hokim of the
region, Shukhrat Abdurakhmanov, ordered the heads of education departments to involve
teachers in picking cotton. How can this happen? You don’t know whether to laugh or cry!
Several days ago, we were forced to write statements as follows: “I will not participate in
cotton harvesting. If I pick cotton, I am willing to bear responsibility before the law”. And
now we are forced to pick cotton. When will teachers be rid of attacks by hokims who continue to think as if they were in Soviet times? When will they give us rights to rest and live
freely? Even in feudal times, representatives of the education sector, religious teachers of
madrasa, didn’t pick cotton!”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-hokim-andijon/29546446.html, October 16, 2018

SAMARKAND.
Threats from Head of District Department of Internal Affairs:
“I will destroy the vineyards of those who refuse to pick cotton.”
“People of the Damaryk kishlak (rural settlement – Ed.) in the Ishtykhan district of the
Samarkand region are being forced to pick cotton. The head of the District Department of
Internal Affairs forced people to go to the cotton fields and threatened: “Pick cotton, otherwise I will order your vineyards to be destroyed!” Some families had to send sick daughters-in-law to pick cotton in order to keep their vineyards”.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-iib-samarqand/29548365.html, October 17, 2018

SURKHONDARYO –
“Although we exceeded the quota, the hokim took away our land.”
“I, Baimuhammad Saidov, a farmer and entrepreneur, write this letter to you from the
Saryosiyo district of the Surkhondaryo region. Farmers’ land plots for cultivating cotton
and crops are being forcibly taken away by the district hokim and head of the property
register to the reserved fund of the district. They are then transferred without any tender
to Agro-Leader LLC (Limited Liability Company – Ed.), a company which has recently
emerged in the district. So, 32.4 hectares from 34.4 hectares of our land plots have been
illegally taken away and handed over to the above-mentioned LLC, although we’ve always
met the cotton and crop quotas. In short, our land is being illegally handed over to other
people. I am asking for a return of our land, which is rightfully ours”.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-sariosiyo-reja/29548354.html, October 17, 2018

TASHKENT –
“Employees of Parkent College Collected 250,000 soum each
for Cotton”
“We write to you from the vocational college of the Parkent district in the Tashkent region.
The college administration collected 250,000 soum (approx. $30 US) from each of the 80
employees, claiming that this money was for cotton. Everyone is dissatisfied with this. The
head of the college warned every employee that collecting money for cotton should be
kept secret”.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/parkent-paxtagram-kollej/29548348.html, October 17, 2018

TASHKENT – “Bustanlik Entrepreneurs Face 200,000 soum
Cotton Tax”
“We write to you on behalf of entrepreneurs of Gazalkent city in the Tashkent region. The
Tax Inspectorate of the Bustanlik district has set a 200,000 soum (approx. $24 US) cotton
tax. We tried to refuse to pay. Although entrepreneurs have nothing to do with cotton, tax
inspectors will not leave you alone; you’d just make enemies!”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-bustonliq-tadbirkor/29548345.html, October 17, 2018

BUKHARA –
“Cotton Pickers: Instead of 1,300 soum Promised, only 750 soum
Paid”
“We write to you from the Karakul district of the Bukhara region. We, husband and wife,
have been picking cotton from the very beginning of the cotton season. We were promised
to be paid 1,300 soum (approx. $0.15 US) for the second cotton harvest, yet they have
only been paid 750 soum (approx. $0.09 US) on site - the same way they withheld 30
percent of our money which we should have received for silk cocoons”.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-pul-buxoro/29548344.html, October 17, 2018

TASHKENT –
“Schools in Yangiyol District Collect 60,000 soum per Person
for Cotton”
“We write to you from Yangiyol city. In 12 city schools, 60,000 soum (approx. $7.3 US) per
person is being collected for cotton. They say to us that we should be thankful because
last year they collected 500,000 soum ($60 US) per person…”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-toshkent-maktab/29548338.html, October 17, 2018

NAMANGAN –
“All the cotton has been picked, yet pickers are still forced to go
to the fields.”
“We write to you from the Pap district of the Namangan region. On the order of the regional hokim, employees of our company were sent to pick cotton at the Navruz Machine and
Tractor Park in the Pap district. All the cotton was picked there, and yet officials from the
Prosecution Office conduct roll calls of pickers every day and check “attendance”. Although
the hokim knows that there is no cotton left in the field, he puts pressure on our boss
anyway (it is not easy for the bosses either!)
Earlier, employees of our company were sent to pick cotton in the Jizzakh region. Propaganda against forced labor is only on paper when in fact heads of all ranks are leading
forced labor.”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-paxta-qolmadi/29546418.html, October 16, 2018

QASHKADARYO –
“Half of the money for planting potatoes allocated to National
Bank employees has been withheld for cotton.”
“We write to you from Qashkadaryo National Bank Office. Cotton policy has reached us.
Half of the money given to us once a year to purchase agricultural products has been withheld, ostensibly for cotton. Usually, this money is transferred to a credit card. But this time
we received it in cash and then half of it was withheld, ostensibly for cotton. It seems that
the withholding of employees’ money isn’t shown in a single document. It is not the idea of
the Bank’s management; the hokimiyat forced them to do that”.

According to the Order of the Uzbekistan National Bank Management Board Chairman on October 10, 2018,
every employee of the National Bank is given one million soum (approx. $120 US) for “seasonal purchase of
agricultural produce”

https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-bank-qashqadaryo/29546410.html, October 16, 2018

TASHKENT –
“The head of the penal institution forces my sick mother to
pick cotton.”
“My mother, Shakhnoza Sodykova, (born in 1973) has been serving her sentence at the
penal institution УЯ64/14 in the Tashkent region since August 10 this year. My Mum has a
spinal hernia - radiculopathy. In other words, her spinal discs are damaged. In addition to
all this, she has high blood pressure and suffers from diabetes. F. Imomov, a doctor from
the penal institution 64/14, concluded that my Mum is temporarily disabled. However, despite her illness she is being forced to pick cotton. The head of the penitentiary said that she
can return if she pays for a two-tonne cotton quota. Why don’t they take my mother’s bad
state of health into account, that she is ill?”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-bemor/29544138.html, October 15, 2018

TASHKENT – “Employees of Youth Union Sent to Pick Cotton
at Weekends
“Employees of the Central Youth Union Council of Uzbekistan and its branches are picking
cotton in the Chirchiq district at weekends. Buses go to the cotton fields at 6 am. Kakhraman Kuranbayev, who has recently been caught using inappropriate methods to improve
the situation and put himself in a more favorable light, is involving his employees in forced
labor. This, in turn, is causing legitimate dissatisfaction among employees”.
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-yoshlar-toshkent/29546440.html, October 16, 2018

SAMARKAND – “Medical Workers in Kattakurgan District Sent to
Pick Cotton”
“In the Kattakurgan district of the Samarkand region, medical workers are being forced to
pick cotton. Why is the President’s requirement not to involve public health and education
workers in forced labor not being upheld?”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-tibbiyot-kattakurgan/29546433.html, October 16,
2018

TASHKENT – “My sick mother was forced to pick cotton and insulted for not meeting the daily quota”.
“We work at a Tashkent agricultural plant. We are forcibly sent to pick cotton. We are also
forced to write statements that “we go to pick cotton voluntarily”. And those who defend
their rights are threatened with dismissal. We complained to the Prosecution Office about
this injustice; however, the Prosecution Office turns a blind eye and considers cotton to be
a policy of the state.
The situation has developed at the department for beautification and improvements. Despite the fact that my mother is ill, she was forced to pick cotton. On top of it, she was insulted
due to her inability to pick cotton. The Prosecution Office hasn’t taken any measures regarding this case. They considered us guilty. If the authorities turn a blind eye to violations of
law, then whom should we address? We are fed up with all of this. When will forced labor
finally be eradicated in Uzbekistan?!”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-toshkent-haqorat/29546428.html, October 16, 2018

ANDIJAN – “400 Workers of Electrical Networks Harvesting
Cotton”
“We work at the Electrical Networks company in Andijan. 400 workers of our company
have been sent to pick cotton in the Ulugnar district. When we arrived at our accommodation on September 29, we learnt that former employees of the SNB (National Security Agency, the now re-named State Security Agency – Ed.) who had been dismissed had recently
been hired by our company, including one of our colleagues who was caught taking bribes
while working at the Law Enforcement Bureau. They have been appointed as heads of the
cotton office of our company.
These former SNB officers think that the Electrical Networks is the same as the SNB. They
threaten us and put pressure on us. We don’t name their names but our management
knows very well who we are talking about.
A former SNB officer appointed his nephew as a storekeeper, although he doesn’t work at
our company. He gets drunk and fights with the pickers. It got to the point where they had
to call an ambulance. The director doesn’t take any action, although he is well aware of
everything.
These persons who’ve become heads of the cotton office extort 400-500 thousand soum
(approx. $48-60 US) in bribes from employees for exemption from picking cotton. The
head of the company always gathers the heads of district branches and demands that
employees either participate in cotton picking or pay for someone else. The conditions for
pickers are poor. Some days they’re given no lunch, other days there isn’t enough bread.
Wages are not paid in time either. Food is withheld. And sometimes the office management
buys alcohol with our money.
We were forced to write statements that we voluntarily participate in the cotton harvest.
And trade unions that are supposed to defend workers’ rights stay on the sidelines like
bystanders. What is to be made of this situation, when the President himself says that he
will not allow forced labor?!”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-ulugnor/29535622.html, October 10, 2018

Photo © Elena Urlaeva

TASHKENT – “Tax Inspectorate even Forces Gym Owner to
Pick Cotton”
“We write to you from the Orta Chirchiq district of the Tashkent region. We have opened a
gym. A week ago a tax inspection official came to us and demanded that we participate in
cotton picking or else we have to pay one million soum (approx. $120 US). This is against
the law! How long will this lawlessness continue?!”
NAMANGAN – “Leaders of the Youth Unions of schools in the Chartaq district of the Namangan region were ordered to find 20 volunteers each to pick cotton. The deputy hokim
of the region attended the meeting personally. One of the leaders who dared to express his
disagreement was humiliated in front of everyone in the hall. An official named Dildora who
works at the Youth Union, blamed the head of the district for not being sufficiently engaged
in the cotton picking campaign. It is a good thing that teachers aren’t involved in cotton
picking any more. However, why did it become necessary to force Youth Union representatives to pick cotton?!”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-soliq/29540258.html, October 12, 2018

SURKHODARYO – “Employees of College of Arts Forced to Pick
Cotton or Pay 250 thousand soum”
TERMEZ. “We write to you from the College of Arts of Termez city in the Surkhodaryo
region. The misfortune called “cotton” has befallen us too. On the hokim’s order, every
employee must participate in cotton picking for seven days including an overnight stay or
pay 250,000 soum (approx. $30 US). Employees are taken to the Angor district to pick
cotton. They send everyone, including teachers and technical staff. But the President has
freed teachers and doctors from forced labor! If nobody complies with his orders, then who
needs such talk?!”
https://www.ozodlik.org/a/paxtagram-kollej-termiz/29538292.html, October 12, 2018

